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EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND SWISS
CONFEDERATION ACT, 2001

AN ACT TO GIVE THE FORCE OF LAW TO THE AGREE-
MENT BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND
ITS MEMBER STATES OF THE ONE PART AND THE
SWISS CONFEDERATION OF THE OTHER, ON THE
FREE MOVEMENT OF PERSONS, DONE AT LUXEM-
BOURG ON THE 21st DAY OF JUNE, 1999, AND TO CER-
TAIN AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COM-
MUNITY AND THE SWISS CONFEDERATION AND AN
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNI-
TIES AND THE SWISS CONFEDERATION; FOR THAT
PURPOSE TO AMEND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
ACT, 1972; AND TO PROVIDE FOR RELATED
MATTERS. [1st December, 2001]

BE IT ENACTED BY THE OIREACHTAS AS FOLLOWS:
1.—(1) In this Act—
“the Act of 1972 means the European Communities Act, 1972;
“the Agreements” means—

(a) the Agreement between the European Community and its
Member States, of the one part, and the Swiss Confeder-
ation, of the other, on the Free Movement of Persons,
done at Luxembourg on the 21st day of June, 1999,

(b) the Agreement between the European Community and the
Swiss Confederation on Air Transport, done at Luxem-
bourg on the 21st day of June, 1999,

(c) the Agreement between the European Community and the
Swiss Confederation on the Carriage of Goods and Pass-
engers by Rail and Road, done at Luxembourg on the
21st day of June, 1999,

(d) the Agreement between the European Community and the
Swiss Confederation on Trade in Agricultural Products,
done at Luxembourg on the 21st day of June, 1999,
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S.1 (e) the Agreement between the European Community and the
Swiss Confederation on Mutual Recognition in Relation
to Conformity Assessment, done at Luxembourg on the
21st day of June, 1999,

(f) the Agreement between the European Community and the
Swiss Confederation on Certain Aspects of Government
Procurement, done at Luxembourg on the 21st day of
June, 1999, and

(g) the Agreement on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
between the European Communities and the Swiss Con-
federation, done at Luxembourg on the 21st day of June,
1999.

(2) In this Act, a reference to any enactment shall, unless the con-
text otherwise requires, be construed as a reference to that enact-
ment as amended, adapted or extended by or under any subsequent
enactment including this Act.

Amendment of 2.—Section 2 of the Act of 1972 is hereby amended by the inser-

i%%tzion 2of Actof  tion of the following subsection after subsection (2):

“(3) Without prejudice to subsection (1) of this section, from
the coming into force of the Agreements (within the meaning of
the European Communities and Swiss Confederation Act, 2001),
the provisions of those Agreements and the acts to be adopted
by the institutions established by those Agreements which, pur-
suant to the treaties governing the European Communities, will
be binding on the State and an integral part of the legal order of
those Communities, shall have the force of law in the State on
the conditions laid down in those treaties and in those
Agreements.”.

Adaptations to take  3.—(1) Without prejudice to the future exercise of the powers
ZCCO“I“ of conferred by section 3 of the Act of 1972, any regulations made
greements. . . . . g .

under the said section 3 which are in force immediately before the
coming into operation of section 2 of this Act, and any enactment,
or instrument made under an enactment, which implements obli-
gations of the State under the treaties governing the European Com-
munities, shall, as far as practicable, be construed as if, on the coming
into operation of section 2 of this Act, they were adapted as required
by or under the Agreements.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1) of this
section, in any regulations made under section 3 of the Act of 1972,
and in any enactment, or instrument made under an enactment, any
reference to the Member States of the European Communities or to
any person who is affected by the treaties governing those Communi-
ties shall, in so far as may be necessary to give effect to the obli-
gations of the State pursuant to the Agreements, be construed as
including a reference to the Swiss Confederation and any person who
is affected by the Agreements.
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4.—(1) This Act may be cited as the European Communities and
Swiss Confederation Act, 2001.

(2) The European Communities Acts, 1972 to 1998, and this Act
may be cited together as the European Communities Acts, 1972 to
2001, and shall be construed together as one Act.

(3) This Act shall come into operation on such day as the Minister
for Foreign Affairs may appoint by order.

Short title,
collective citation,
construction and
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