How to Navigate the eISB
Time-Stamped Transcript and Image Descriptions

Time in Video: 00:00-00.10
Image Description: The video and voiceover in a male voice begins over a blank dark blue background. The words ‘The electronic Irish Statute Book’ appear on screen in white, and ‘electronic’ is italicised. Those words disappear and are replaced by the ‘eISB’ logo in white. The logo consists of the detailed outline of a left-facing Irish harp followed by the letters ‘e’ in lower case and ‘ISB’ in upper case. A thin vertical line separates the ‘e’ from the ‘ISB’. The website URL for the eISB appears on screen below the logo together with a blinking cursor as if the letters were being typed. The URL that is displayed on screen, in white text, is www.irishstatutebook.ie.
Spoken Voiceover: The electronic Irish Statute Book, or eISB, is a website that contains the online version of all Irish legislation.
Time in Video: 00:10-00:20
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the home page of the eISB which zooms in as the voiceover proceeds.
Spoken Voiceover: So whether you’re looking for the Irish Constitution, family law legislation, or the Prison Rules, the eISB is your go-to resource, and here’s how to navigate it:
Time in Video: 00:20-00:34
Image Description: A Google Search page is displayed and the words ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’ are typed into the search box. The next image displayed is the results page of a Google search and the top result returned is a link to the Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 on the eISB. A rectangle of dashes appears around this result to highlight it and a white cursor is displayed hovering over the blue hyperlink. The next image displayed is a screenshot of the eISB page for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. The final image displayed is a dark blue background with the text ‘www.irishstatutebook.ie’ appearing in rectangle outlined in white along with a blinking cursor as if the text were being typed.
Spoken Voiceover: A quick Google search of the legislation you’re looking for will bring you directly to the Act or Statutory Instrument on the eISB, or you can go to the eISB and search for the legislation there. 


Time in Video: 00:34-00:44
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the home page of the eISB. A black cursor hovers over an arrow beside the word ‘Legislation’ which is in white text against a dark navy background on a banner with other similar links which read as follows: ‘Home’, ‘Constitution’, ‘External Resources’ and ‘FAQ’. A drop down menu is displayed below the cursor, and three options are presented as blue hyperlinked text against a grey background to the following webpages: ‘Acts of the Oireachtas’, ‘Statutory Instruments’, and ‘Pre-1922 Legislation’. The cursor moves up and down the options in the drop down menu, and the grey background behind each hyperlink turns a dark blue when the cursor passes over it.
Spoken Voiceover: From the website homepage you’ll find a dropdown box for “Legislation”. This tab will bring you to legislation - Acts and Statutory Instruments - in their enacted form.
Time in Video: 00:44-00:58
Image Description: The words ‘This means the legislation is displayed in its original published form and does not show any amendments that may have been made to it’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background. The words ‘original published form’ are italicised and ‘not’ is both italicised and underlined. These words are subsequently replaced by ‘There are two ways to view Acts in their most recent, up to date form’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background. The words ‘two ways’ are italicised.
Spoken Voiceover: This means the legislation is displayed in its original published form and does not show any amendments that may have been made to it. There are two ways to view Acts in their most recent, up to date form.
Time in Video: 00:58-01:12
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the eISB page for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. In the upper right quadrant of the webpage, at the bottom of that quadrant, the text ‘Revised Act’, which sits in a linked rectangular button, is highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from the button, and then by dashes that move clockwise around the outline of the rectangular button. A black cursor then moves up to and hovers over the rectangular ‘Revised Act’ button. The image on screen then changes to a screenshot of the Law Reform Commission’s webpage for the revised Act of the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’.
Spoken Voiceover: If there is a revised version of the Act, there will be a “Revised Act” tab on the individual Act page. Click on this tab and it will bring you to the latest version of the Act, including any amendments that have been made to it.


Time in Video: 01:12-01:20
Image Description: The words ‘If there is no revised version of the Act, you need to use the Legislation Directory’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background. The words ‘no revised version’ are italicised and the words ‘Legislation Directory’ are underlined.
Spoken Voiceover: If there is no revised version of the Act, you need to use the Legislation Directory to check whether the Act you are looking at has been amended.
Time in Video: 01:20-01:30
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the eISB page for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. In the upper left quadrant of the webpage, at the bottom of that quadrant, the text ‘Commencement, Amendments, SIs made under the Act’, which sits in a linked rectangular button, is highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from the button, and then by dashes that move clockwise around the outline of the rectangular button. A black cursor then moves up to and hovers over the rectangular button. 
Spoken Voiceover: To view the Legislation Directory for Acts, click on the “Commencement, Amendments, SIs made under the Act” tab on the individual Act’s page. 
Time in Video: 01:30-01:39
Image Description: The image on screen displays a screenshot of the Legislation Directory webpage on the eISB for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. In the lower left hand quadrant of this webpage, at the top of that quadrant, a bullet point list of three options is displayed as blue hyperlinks under the word ‘Contents’. The three options are ‘Commencement’, ‘Amendments and other effects’, and ‘SIs made under the Act’. The bullet point beside ‘Amendments and other effects’ is highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from the bullet point and a black cursor hovers over the text. The image changes to display another part of the Legislation Directory webpage on the eISB for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. Displayed under the heading ‘Amendments and other effects’ are two columns of information. The heading and two columns are highlighted by an outline of moving dashes. The column on the left hand side is titled ‘How Affected’, underneath which sits a list of section numbers followed by an abbreviation of the effect such as ‘s. 38 deleted’ and ‘s. 58(7)(b) amended’. The column on the right hand side is titled ‘Affecting Provision’, underneath which sits a list of acts and section numbers containing the amending provision, such as ‘Criminal Justice (Victims of Crime) Act 2017 (28/2017), ss.1(2), 6(b).
Spoken Voiceover: Here, in the “Amendments and other effects” table, you will be able to see whether the Act you are viewing has been amended and what legislation amended it.


Time in Video: 01:39-01:51
Image Description: The words ‘Revised versions of Statutory Instruments are rare’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background. They are replaced by the following words ‘If you want to know whether the SI you’re looking at has been amended’ and those words are subsequently replaced by the following words ‘you’ll need to look at the Legislation Directory for Statutory Instruments’. The words ‘Legislation Directory for Statutory Instruments’ are italicised.
Spoken Voiceover: Revised versions of Statutory Instruments are rare, so if you want to know whether the SI you’re looking at has been amended, you’ll need to look at the Legislation Directory for Statutory Instruments. 
Time in Video: 01:51-01:57
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the eISB page for ‘S.I. No. 101/2021 - Sea-Fisheries (North Western Waters Landing Obligation) Regulations 2021’. In the upper left quadrant of the webpage the text ‘Amendments’, which sits in a linked rectangular button, is highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from the button, and then by dashes that move clockwise around the outline of the rectangular button. A black cursor then moves up to and hovers over the rectangular button. 
Spoken Voiceover: You can view this table by clicking on the “Amendments” tab above the individual SI page. 
Time in Video: 01:57-02:11
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of an eISB webpage, which has a heading that reads as follows: ‘Chronological Table of the Statutory Instruments – 2021’ and which is highlighted by dashes that move clockwise around the outline of these words. A list of numbers hyperlinked in blue are displayed underneath this heading as follows: 1-50, 51-100, 101-150, and so on up to 501-550. The numbers 101-150 are highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from them and a black cursor moves to hover over the hyperlinked numbers. The image on the screen then changes to a screen shot of the ‘Chronological Table of Statutory Instruments starting at S.I. 101 of 2021. There are four columns of information displayed – SI Year and Number, Title, How Affected, and Affecting Provision. The number and title of the SI ‘Sea-Fisheries (North Western Waters Landing Obligation) Regulations 2021’ is at the top, along with a list of the regulations in it which have been amended and the corresponding amending provision. 
Spoken Voiceover: This will bring you to the “Chronological table of Statutory Instruments”. Then click on the number range your Statutory Instrument falls within and find your SI which may/or may not have amendments made to it.


Time in Video: 02:11-02:31
Image Description: The words ‘Commencement information is very important’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background. They are replaced by the following words ‘Legislation that has not been commenced has no effect’. The words ‘not’ and ‘no’ are both italicised and underlined. These words are subsequently replaced by the following words ‘Not all legislation has been commenced’. These words are then subsequently replaced by the following words ‘Many Acts require one or more commencement orders before they have legal force.’
Spoken Voiceover: Now, let’s take a look at commencements. Commencement information is very important, as legislation that has not been commenced has no effect. Not all legislation has been commenced. Many Acts require one or more commencement orders before they have legal force.
Time in Video: 02:31-02:40
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the eISB page for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. In the upper left quadrant of the webpage, at the bottom of that quadrant, the text ‘Commencement, Amendments, SIs made under the Act’, which sits in a linked rectangular button, is highlighted by concentric circles that ripple out from the button, and then by dashes that move clockwise around the outline of the rectangular button. A black cursor then moves up to and hovers over the rectangular button. 
Spoken Voiceover: To find out if the Act you are viewing has been commenced, click on the “Commencement, Amendments, SIs made under the Act” tab on the individual Act page. 
Time in Video: 02:40-02:50
Image Description: The image on screen displays a screenshot of the Legislation Directory webpage on the eISB for the ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017’. The screenshot scrolls down to the ‘Commencement’ heading, underneath which are displayed three columns which are titled ‘Section’, ‘Commencement’ Date’ and ‘Commencement Information’. The heading and three columns are highlighted by an outline of moving dashes. The information in each column contains hyperlinked text such as ‘ss.1-27’, ’27 March 2017’, and ‘Criminal Law (Sexual Offences) Act 2017 (Commencement) Order 2017 (S.I. No. 112 of 2017), art. 2’. The screenshot continues to scroll down through the commencement table. 
Spoken Voiceover: This page will show you whether the Act has been commenced, either in whole or in part, from the information contained in the “Commencement” table. 


Time in Video: 02:50-02:55
Image Description: The image on the screen displays a screenshot of the home page of the eISB which zooms in as the voiceover proceeds.
Spoken Voiceover: The eISB is an invaluable resource to anybody searching for Irish legislation.
Time in Video: 02:55-03:07
Image Description: The words ‘For further guidance on how to navigate the eISB see our FAQs’ appear on the screen in white text against a dark blue background, followed by the website URL for the FAQs ‘https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/faq.html’. The logo of the Law Reform Commission appears in white at the bottom of the screen. The logo consists of six concentric circles to the left hand side of the words ‘Coimisiún Um Athchóiriú and Dlí’ and ‘Law Reform Commission’, each in all caps. 
Spoken Voiceover: For further guidance on how to navigate the eISB see our FAQs. This video was produced by the Law Reform Commission.

